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“Dammit, Kirk, | didn’t think 
even you would do a reptile!” 


ow do you feel about the 
release the original series of 
Star Trek on DVD? 

Are you involved? 

I’m delighted that it’s coming 
out again, because it’s what 

: gave birth to the Star 
Trek phenomenon back in the ’60s. People 
have only been watching it at one 
o’clock in the morning on the ten 
zillionth rerun now, so with this 
collectors DVD set coming out, it’s 
something that they’re going to be 

able to watch in pristine form. [They'll 
be able to see it] as we did it, way back 
then. I’m particularly delighted because 
they see us young and vital — that’s why I 
think we’re doing this as a print interview, rather 
than a television interview, so there won't be that 
comparison of the look. 








Were you involved with the DVDs? Will there be 
any commentary tracks? 

Frankly, I don’t know. My understanding is that it’s all 
of the original series, the first season. They arranged 
the release date very conveniently. September is the 
ninth month, so it comes out on the ninth. And the 
second and third seasons come out in November, on 
the eleventh day, because November is the eleventh 
month. They’ve made it easy for me [to remember]. 


What do you think has been the lasting message of 
Star Trek? 

Star Trek did comment on not only the human 
condition, but the human foibles. And how do we get 
to the future, if you know what I mean. We certainly 
look to the future with optimism, and confidence in 
our ability to solve problems, and confidence in our 
creative, inventive genius, but at the same time the 
lesson that we taught was that there is strength in 
diversity. So many nations find diversity a challenge... 


Or even a threat. 
Or a threat. That was the cold war then, back in the 


STAR TREK 











Batis): 








‘00s. Two great powers threatening each other with 

nuclear annihilation, and we had as a member of our 
leadership team a trusted member who spoke with a 
Russian accent 


Despite our progress towards peace, war still 
seems to be a constant threat. Do you 
think Star Trek addresses timeless 
concerns of the human condition? 
It's amazing how specific issues that 
we were addressing back in the ’60s, 
those episodes are relevant today, 
taking on a different kind of 
specificity in our times. Like 
terrorism, or reading in your front 
pages same-sex marriage, ieee io 
ge” ~=become a big issue here as it has become in 
the United States. A lot of the episodes of Star 
Trek can be viewed in the context of our times today, 
in the 21st Century, and still be quite relevant. 


Shows like Star Trek stand out more and more as 
homogenous reality shows take over. 
At the time when Star Trek first came on in the ’60s, 
television was characterised as the vast wasteland. 
Newton Minnow, the chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission, characterised it as 
such. Gene Roddenberry wanted to bring some 
substance to the vast wasteland. He said that you have 
to look to the future with optimism. So much science 
fiction at that time was doom and gloom. A failed 
civilisation, where the apes have taken over, oriit’s a 
Big Brother civilisation where humanity is made into a 
monotonous, robot-like existence. | 

Gene was really breaking new grounds, in saying 
“Our future is good. We have a great future, if we have 
contidence in the good aspect of humanity.” In The 
Next Generation, Gene maintained that view. I must 
say, Star Trek itself has gone back to that dark view of 
our future. Particularly with the one that was made 
after Gene passed — Deep Space Nine. 

Gene’ view was that the good part in us, what 
makes us human, what makes us different from 
animals, is the real human aspect. So now, with 
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television going back to pap, I’m hoping that we can find 
another Gene Roddenberry kind of visionary. 


What do you think about people labeling inspirational 
shows like Trek as mere “cult” shows? 
The word “cult” seems to suggest people who show up at 
conventions with blue skins and antennae. I’ve found that 
the Star Trek audience is incredibly diverse. There was a 
Star Trek exhibit that opened at the Air @ Space museum, at 
the Smithsonian in Washington DC, and we hada 
congressional opening, before it opened to the public. And 
I found that one of the biggest, most knowledgeable Star 
Trek fans is a US senator — Senator Patrick Leahy of the state 
of Vermont — and looks the farthest from a cult figure. He’s 
distinguished-looking, he’s tall, lean, bald, white hair, 
bespectacled, and he was chairman of the Foreign Relations 
committee then. And he was a rabid, knowledgeable Star 
Trek fan. You have a US senator, you have astronauts, and 
yes, we do have those who show up with blue skin and 
antennae at Star Trek conventions, but it’s that whole 

I think it’s bad to characterise fans|by the 
extremists, in the same way you wouldn’t characterise 
baseball fans by the ones that paint their bodies and show 
up in the middle of winter with their shirts off, drinking 
beer and cheering for their baseball team. 


diversity ... 





Trek fans are also stigmatised as nerds. 
Like Bill Gates? It’s the nerds that are bold enough to be 


WORDS: KRIS ASHTON 


To understand the impact of Star Trek, 
one must first comprehend the social 
and political climate in which it was 
conceived. It originally aired in 1966 — 
a time when feminism was young, 

the Cuban missile crisis was fresh in 
everybody's minds and tensions 
between America and Soviet Russia 
were still as hot as a spent plutonium 
rod. With the assassination of JFK 

a few years earlier, the populace — 
especially young adults — were 
beginning to question both the status 
quo and the politicians that advocated 
it. Colonisation of other planets and 
total nuclear destruction seemed 
equally feasible outcomes. 

The majority of movies throughout 
the 1950s and early 1960s that dealt 
with space travel and contact with 
other civilisations was not positive. 
For every Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951), there were half a dozen 
Invaders From Mars (1953) and Earth 
Vs The Flying Saucers (1956). The 
American consciousness remained 
dead afraid of the Red Menace and this 
anxiety was expressed through a wave 
of xenophobic films that said “make 
peace if you can, kill if you have to, 
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Trek fans? 


but never, ever try to appease”. 

Then along came a “gangly” 
gentleman known as Gene 
Roddenberry. Inside his fertile mind 
he had conceived of a future — the 
23rd Century — where the human race 
not only survived its own violent 
shortcomings, but paired up with 
other like-minded civilisations for the 
greater good. Alien contact was not 
something to be feared, rather it 
would enrich the human condition. 
Race issues were a thing of the past: 
white/black American, Russian and 
Japanese could all get along and live 
without prejudice. The galaxy could 
be a utopia rather than a dystopia. 
The Paramount studio executives, 
in their infinite conservatism, bucked 
at the idea. Specifically, they balked at 
the inclusion of a “Martian” (their 
term, not Roddenberry’), fearing the 
character of Mr Spock would be 
perceived as “satanic” among the 
Bible Belt viewers. But the producer 
held fast; he knew a benevolent 

alien presence was crucial to power 
the show, | 

Such resistance to Spock would 
continue, especially in Star Trek's early 





themselves, rather than like everybody else. It’s 
are willing to take that pejorative and be what they really 
want to be. Gene Roddenberry, I guess, could have been 
considered a nerd, because he was weird. 


“I'm sorry, sif, | just can't totsTeg 


to reach the phone sex hotline.” 


2 RE 


nerds” that 


Is there anything you'd like to say to Australian Star 


We've enjoyed incredible longevity, like that Vulcan 
greeting “Live long and prosper.” We've lived much longer 
than we ever expected, and prospered in so many 
unbelievable ways. Back in 1965, who would of thunk? So 
I want to say thank you. Thank you to all the fans.” 


days. In his memoir I Am Spock, 
Leonard Nimoy relates an anecdote 
where a promotional brochure for 

the series featured Spock with his 
pointed ears and eyebrows airbrushed 
out, leaving him looking completely 
human! 

However, the Vulcan soon 
discovered his audience. People 
who claimed to be in contact with 
real alien civilisations revered Spock 
as a kind of interstellar ambassador 
who would help prepare humans 
for xenomorphic contact. Others 
took to his logical outlook on life, 
while female viewers pronounced his 
sex appeal, born of his imperviousness 
to seduction. 

Due to its fantastical setting, Star 
Trek could cross social borders that 
would see other television shows 
censored. The episode “Plato's 
Stepchildren”, which aired in 1968, 
featured the first interracial kiss ever 
broadcast on American TV, between 
Captain Kirk (William Shatner) and 
Lieutenant Uhura (Nichelle Nichols). 
There was some apprehension about 
how viewers, especially those in the 
conservative south, would receive it, 
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but over the years Roddenberry and 
Nichols have both claimed the 
overwhelming majority of letters 
were in support of the scene (although 
of course they got one or two 
expressing “concern”). Not 
surprisingly, activist Martin Luther 
King was also a tremendous fan of the 
series for its depiction of a black 
character outside a stereotypical role 
and encouraged Nichols to remain 
with Star Trek when she was 
contemplating leaving. 

Although the series limped throug 
its third year (creative and ie 
disputes kneecapped it) and was 
cancelled, it rose like a phoenix 
through syndication in the 1970s. 
The now-famous conventions 
started: Star Trek had somehow 
captured the hopes, fears and beliefs 
of a generation. 

Yet nearly four decades after its 
inception — and even at its cheesiest — 
Star Trek’s themes still resonate. And 
aside from any greater message it 
might have carried, Star Trek also 
benefited from strong writing and 
characters people not only wanted, 
but needed to watch. Below is a | 
refresher on some of the most 
memorable episodes from season 
one, available soon on DVD. 
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“THE CAGE” 

This pilot, which never initially went 
to air, featured an almost entirely 
different cast — in fact, only Leonard 
Nimoy (Spock) would return for the 
second pilot. Serves to highlight the 
undeniable chemistry the new cast 
members would bring. 


“WHERE NO MAN HAS GONE 
BEFORE” 

The second pilot with the refurbished 
cast convinced NBC to pick up the 
show as a regular series. Although it is 
technically the second episode ever 
made, it was actually the fourth ever 
screened because NBC decided to run 
with “The Man Trap” instead. 


“THE NAKED TIME” 

A favourite among fans because it 
depicts the hidden inner selves of the 
characters. An alien virus infects 
much of the crew, releasing their 
emotions. This is especially notable in 
the supposedly emotionless Spock, 
who breaks down and cries. 


“THE ENEMY WITHIN” 
Advocates of Captain Kirk as the 
coolest Star Trek character tend to 
pick this as a standout episode 
because it features William Shatner 


fighting an evil version of himself. 
It was a storyline gimmick that 
would be overused by the third year 
of Star Trek. 


“DAGGER OF THE MIND” 
If it’s Vulcan lore you're after, this is 
the episode to watch because it _ 
introduces the famous neck pinch. 
Nimoy invented it for Spock because 
the script called for him to use a karate 
chop and he felt an act was out of) 
character forabeing who was 


opposed to violence. 





“SPACE SEED” 
Watching this episode helps put Star 
Trek II: The Wrath of Khan in some 
kind of context. The crew discovers 
an ancient space vessel and rescues 
its occupant, Khan, from suspended 
animation. Turns out he’s a nasty | 
“superman” left over from the 
Genetics Wars of the 1990s 


(remember those?),. 


| 
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“DEVIL IN THE DARK” 

More Vulcanalia here, with the 
inaugural use of the Vulcan 
mind-meld. Spock connects with a 
rock-creature to find out why it is 
killing miners (turns out they are | 
unknowingly slaying her young). 















ofaw Issy sound 


. Gta rflelet officer ian 
| somucking about with a 
_splanetis natural 
_ = eolulion-noexcuses | 
Transporter: Devised a _ 
Paral SAT ine 
Lov ener oC 


STAR TREK 





Initially pronounced dangerous, 
Spock would use the meld more 
and more frequently. 


“ERRAND OF MERCY” 
Any Trekkie worth their salt knows 
this episode features the first 
appearance of The Klingons, who 
would, among other things, be 
responsible for the death of Kirk’s son 
in years to come. The race was created 
by one of Trek’s greatest writers, the 

irascible Gene Coon. 


“THIS SIDE OF PARADISE” 
Written by Dorothy Fontana, this 
episode is best known for its love 
story involving Mr Spock, who is 
overcome by spores. | 





“CITY ON THE EDGE OF 
FOREVER” 

This episode, examining the 
complexities of time travel, wona 
Writer's Guild Award — and no 
wonder, with the skilful Harlan 
Ellison behind the typewriter. 
Ironically, Ellison would later accuse 
Gene Roddenberry of grossly | 
rewriting his original script for no 
good reason. He would have a similar 
falling out over a proposed screenplay 
for the first Star Trek film. 
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